CHAPTER   VII

A LIFE OF AUSTERITY

THE number of Hindu girls who are already widows
at ten years of age or under is still over 96,000, while
no fewer than 329,076 Hindu widows are fifteen years
old or less,1 and so long as orthodox Hinduism main-
tains its present tenets, there seems little hope of this
number being seriously diminished,2

The causes of this condition are in part explained in
the last Census of India :      r

The large number of Indian widows is due
partly to the early age of marriage, partly to the
disparity in the ages of husbands and wives but
chiefly to the prejudice against the remarriage of
widows. The higher castes of Hindus forbid it
altogether and, as the custom is held to be a mark
of social respectability, many of the more ambi-
tious of the lower castes have adopted it by way of
raising their social status. . . ,s

The fact that since 1856* it has been legal for Hindu

girls to remarry has scarcely affected the situation,

Mother India stated the case of the Hindu child

1 Census of India, 1921, Vol. I, Part II, p. 46.

a The Vidhva Vivaha Sahayak Sabha, a reform organisation of
twenty-three years* standing claiming 600 branches all over India,
reports a grand total of 13,000 widows' remarriages. In 1927 it
claims to have arranged 3,500 remarriages in the whole of India.
(Indian Social Reformer, August nth, 1928, p. 794,)

8 Census of India, 1921, Vol. I, Part I, p. 155.

4 The Hindu Widow Remarriage Reform Act of 1856.
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